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Tu BôShevat, the 

15th of Shevat on the 

Jewish calendar ð 

celebrated this year 

on Thursday, Febru-

ary 8, 2012 ð is the 

day that marks the 

beginning of a ñNew 

Year for Trees.ò This 

is the season in 

which the earliest-

blooming trees in the 

Land of Israel emerge 

from their winter sleep 

and begin a new fruit-

bearing cycle. 

Legally, the ñNew Year 

for Treesò relates to the 

various tithes that are 

separated from produce 

grown in the Holy Land.  

Tu BôShevat 

In the Pirkei Avot,(Avot 2: 

15-16) ñEthics of the Fa-

thers, Rabbi Tarfon would 

say: The day is short, the 

work is much, the workers 

are lazy, the reward is great, 

and the Master is pressing.ò 

 He would also say:, ñIt is 

not incumbent upon you to 

finish the task, but neither 

are you free to absolve 

yourself from it.ò 

As we pass through the 

midpoint of our third year 

as your elected representa-

tives, Michael and I feel the 

beating of the hooves as the 

end of our 2nd term of office 

beckons. Though much has 

been done, so much yet 

remains to be completed, 

and we remain concerned 

that all the structural under-

pinnings for the next decade 

or more of physical and 

spiritual growth of the East 

Midwood Jewish Center 

have yet to be properly 

imbedded in their appointed 

places. 

Right now the EMJC is a 

hub of activity and Decem-

ber has been particularly 

busy. We started off the 

month with a spiritual en-

counter with Shabbat at our 

monthly Tot Shabbat ser-

vice led by Cantor Sam 

Levine and our Educational 

Director, Audrey Korel-

stein. This was followed the 

same weekend by a wonder-

ful Ladino concert featuring 

our Cantor Sam Levine, 

Marjorie Sanua, Ben Lapi-

dus and a small coterie of 

superb musicians. The next 

day there was a highly suc-

cessful Israeli Bond break-

fast shepherded by Gail 

Hammerman at Temple 

Shalom at which our own 

Dr. Howard and Joanne 

Honigman were among the 

chief honorees. And that 

was just one weekend! 

[Contôd on pg.12 ] 
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These tithes differ 

from year to year in 

the seven-year   

Shemittah cycle; the 

point at which a 

budding fruit is con-

sidered to belong to 

the next year of the 

cycle is the 15th of 

Shevat. [contôd on 

pg.4] 
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them-

selves 

that the 

IDF is 

regarded 

by most 

knowledgeable military analysts as 

one of the greatest and most effec-

tive military organizations in the 

world. It has brought the country 

through five grievous wars and its 

prodigious strength is a potent in-

hibitor of Arab aggressiveness. 

Notwithstanding the enormous ac-

complishments  of Israelôs Defense 

Forces, the traditional Jewish am-

bivalence toward physical prowess 

and military strength is still in order. 

Our destiny and glory are ultimately 

dependent upon the resources of the 

spirit. Faith in God and loyalty to 

the Torah are our raison dôetre. 

They explain why we exist and why 

we deserve to endure. Even from a 

purely pragmatic perspective, recent 

history demonstrates the limitations 

of military power. The IDF can 

crush the Palestinians with firepow-

er, but at a very high price. Violence 

obstructs relations with other states 

of the Middle East. It discourages 

economic growth because investors 

want peace. It puts on individual 

Israelis the continuing and ever 

more difficult burdens of policing 

another people; for Arab despair  

                                                                                                     

I must confess that on the rare occa-

sions when the athletic teams of my 

alma mater, Columbia College, do 

well, I get a certain thrill and feel pride 

in their success. However, the recent 

scandals at Penn State University 

make clear the potential abuses of col-

lege sports and the need for universi-

ties to get their priorities straight. Let 

there be no mistake about it. The pri-

mary business of a college should be 

academic excellence. When sports 

dominate college life, this is an obvi-

ous case of the tail wagging the dog. 

Actually, the tension between these 

two domains ought to be easily under-

stood by Jews, especially at this Cha-

nukah season of the year. The Macca-

bees, after all, are the foremost exem-

plars of military strength and physical 

prowess. Despite their miniscule num-

bers, the Jewish forces overcame the 

mighty Syrian army. It was a victory 

of such military significance that it 

moved the generals at West Point to 

classify Judah Maccabee as one of the 

prominent military strategists of all 

time. Nevertheless, the Talmud 

doesnôt mention the military aspect of 

the holiday at all. It refers only to the 

rededication of the Temple and the 

rekindling of the light. Indeed, the 

foremost message of Chanukah, as 

contained in the haftorah which is re-

cited in the synagogue on the Sabbath 

of the holiday, is patently anti-

military: ñNot by power, nor by might, 

but by my spirit, saith the Lord of 

Hosts(Zechariah, IV:6).ò The 

prophet emphasizes to the people 

that their ultimate salvation de-

pends, not on physical strength, but 

on the spiritual intervention of Al-

mighty God. 

The stress on non-physical re-

sources that characterizes so much 

of our history, especially during the 

centuries of dispersion and exile, 

often led to the passive victimiza-

tion of the Jewish people. Jews were 

afraid to strike back. Threatened by 

bullies, they would either flee for 

their lives, beg for mercy or cover 

their faces to ward off the blows. It 

was that attitude during the Kishi-

nev pogrom of 1903 that moved the 

eminent Hebrew poet Hayim 

Nachman Bialik to write in ñThe 

City of Slaughterò: ñWherefore their 

pleading cries, their supplications! 

Call to them! Bid them rage! Let 

them raise their angry hand! Let 

them demand!ò Hannah Arendt also 

complained that at the time of the 

Holocaust  too many of our co-

religionists went to their death qui-

etly into the night like lambs being 

brought to the slaughter. 

The recreation of the Jewish home-

land marked a rebirth of Jewish 

courage. Israelis during the last six-

ty-three years have exhibited such 

fearlessness and valor in defending 

Rabbi Kass: Front and Center 

Penn State and CHANUKAH 
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will only serve to fuel terrorism. Israel today has a prosperous economy, with a booming high-tech factor. If the 

movement toward pacification is halted, all this is threatened. Clearly Fortress Israel is not the answer. We will 

desperately and urgently need the resources of the Jewish spirit if there is ever to be a lasting peace in the Mid-

dle East. 

College sports are a lot of fun and have a very definite and legitimate role to play in the life of a university; but 

as the Paterno tragedy reminds us, the real greatness of the university lies in a wholly different domain. 

Happy Chanukah!    
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We mark the day of Tu BôShevat by eating fruit, particularly from the kinds that are singled out 

by the Torah in its praise of the bounty of the Holy Land: grapes, figs, pomegranates, olives and 

dates. On this day we remember that ñman is a tree of the fieldò   (Deuteronomy 20:19) and re-

flect on the lessons we can derive from our botanical analogue.  

SAVE THE DATE  

ñIn the Voice of our Mothersò  

January 28, 7:30PM 

This  play portrays the powerful narra-

tives of our Biblical matriarchs, as viv-

idly imagined by Woodstock playwright, 

director, and internationally acclaimed 

acting coach Carol Fox Prescott

(www.CarolFoxPrescott.com ) and exhila-

ratingly acted by five exciting actors  

ILJB  Classes Donôt miss them! 

Koran Events- Parallels in Judaism and Islam 

Saturday nights Dec.10, 17 and Jan. 7 

7:30 PM 

ILJB Classroom at EMJC  

These classes will be taught by scholars in the two 
religions. 

Cost for the classes is $25, ($20 for two classes 
and $15 for one).  

Contact ILJB or Howard Honigman at (718) 339-

0230 or www.iljb.org .  

  

http://www.iljb.org/
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FAVORITE PRAYERS                                

Ellen Levitt       

ñThese are a few of my favorite things.ò That familiar line 

from ñThe Sound of Musicò surely inspires us to make lists 

ofélots of things: favorite plays in baseball, favorite films 

in a certain genre, favorite kosher restaurants and how 

about favorite prayers? 

My mother told me a few times that her favorite Jewish 

prayer was ñAleynu.ò She liked the tune and she (or my 

father) quipped that it signaled the near-end of a prayer ser-

vice. Honestly, ñAleynuò is not one of my favorite prayers. I 

donôt dislike it but it does not grab me, for lack of a better 

term. 

But I have sometimes thought about which prayers I would 

consider to be my favorites. And how would someone even 

evaluate a prayer as a ñfavoriteò? Is it the tune or tunes or 

the English translation? Is it the sound of the Hebrew words 

or the placement within the service? These and other factors 

come into consideration. 

I have always liked the ñAshreiò since I was a school-age 

child. Perhaps the simple, sing-song tune that we are famil-

iar with caught my attention early on. (The rarer, more dra-

matic versions I have heard for special services have a very 

different feel.) Aside from the catchy, repetitive tune, there 

are certain lines which I like in particular. The line 

ñPoteach et yadechah, umasbiah lôchal chai ratzon,ò ñYou 

open your hand and satisfy every living thing with favorò is 

an interesting concept to me; the visual image is comforting 

and generous. There are other lines that I appreciate for 

their visual and spiritual value. 

I recall the circumstances of learning the ñAshreiò. My class 

in the EMJC Talmud Torah (4th grade) came to a line in the 

middle and we were stumped by the pronunciation. Then 

Caryn F. managed to recite it correctly. Sadly, I heard a few 

years ago that Caryn passed away. I would like to think that 

I remember her through this prayer. 

The five Psalms, Tehillim, that follow the ñAshreiò in the 

Shachrit, morning service, are particularly joyful and I en-

joy reciting them and reading them. I do feel, unfortunately, 

that they are often overlooked and rushed through. They 

number 146 through 150, and if you read them in English, 

you will see how energetic and vivid they are. They evoke 

music (especially Numbers 149 and 150) and nature 

(Number 148). They encourage [us] to sing a ñnew 

songò (Number 149) and contemplate other aspects of life. 

Number 147, the longest of the group, contains a mixture of 

upbeat and powerful images from various categories. These 

psalms starts and ends with ñHallelujah,ò bookending each 

with such enthusiasm. Unlike other Psalms that are mourn-

ful or convey fear, these five are full of vigor and happi-

ness. 

In Hebrew they feature cadences that feature matching 

sound patterns, interesting to chant. One example is 

ñTaytzeh ruho yashuv lôadômato,ò ñWhen his breath goes, 

he returns to the dust.ò (I think it sounds better in Hebrew.)  

I suggest strongly that you dwell on these prayers sometime 

soon. Enjoy their words, their images. Do not rush through 

them. Number 150, the last of the (traditional and not apoc-

ryphal) psalms is sheer music and akin to a rousing chant! 



 
 
 
 
 

Dear  Larryéand Mi-

chaelé. 

I would like to share this information with you and also with the EMJC family. 

I am a Holocaust survivor . The few people that survived my shtetl, IVYE,  composed a  Yizkor book. Each person 

wrote their story of how they survived the war. Some wrote how their life was before the war;  the history of IVYE. 

There are loads of photos of IVYE in the Yizkor Book. This book is written in Yiddish. 

When I was born IVYE was in Eastern Poland. During the war it became Russia. Now it is in Belarus. It is 80 miles 

from Minsk. 

My mother wrote an article of how she survived the war with me. 

I am taking a Yiddish course from my union (UFT) and my teacher Miriam translated the article for me é.  

Fondly, 

Reva Friedman (b. 1937 ) 

 

How I Escaped from Hitler's Clutches (PART ONE) 

by Miriam Angel-Federman (1914 to 1998) 
 

 My parents came from villages near Ivye. As a young, unmarried man, my father, Zelik 
Federman, lived at a nearby estate, Krasovshtsizne, where he held the lease for the farm of the 

porets [nobleman], Letunke, and manufactured Dutch cheese. After he was married, he settled 

in Ivye. He was murdered, along with the entire Jewish community, at the hands of Hitler's 
death squads, may their names be wiped out. 
 
 I was born in the small town of Ivye, where I studied in the Hebrew elementary school. I 
was for a time a member of Hashomer Hatzair ["The Youth Guard," a Socialist-Zionist 
organization] and even belonged to the leadership. After my marriage, we earned a modest 
living with a small fabric store. But the quiet times did not last long. The Christians became 
infected with the spirit of Hitlerism and said openly that they were waiting for the day when 
they would get their revenge against the Jews. They were already dividing up the Jewish 
possessions, and each one picked out a house that he would take over, when the long awaited 
day arrived. We felt as if a great storm was about to engulf the world. 
 
 On September 1, 1939, Germany attacked Poland and conquered it in a matter of 
weeks. Under the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact [between Germany and the Soviet Union], which 
divided up Poland, our area became part of Soviet White Russia. On September 18, 1939, the 
Russian army entered Ivye. Despite the fact that the oppressive Soviet regime caused a great 
disruption in our way of life, it nevertheless staved off Hitler's reign of death for a year and a 
half. Private businesses were nationalized, and everyone became an employee of the state. 
Those who received a Soviet passport identifying them as "bourgeois" did not get work and 
lived under the threat of deportation to "the white bears," to Siberia. ["White bears" is a pun 
in Yiddish, since it is pronounced "vayse bern," which sounds like "vays Siber".] But despite 
everything, we managed somehow to live under the Soviet regime and hoped that the war 
would spare us. 
 
 The German attack on Soviet Russia on June 22, 1941, struck us out of the blue, like 
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