
What’s Coming Up at NightShul? 
NightShul meets almost every Thursday, with seven more weeks after tonight.  

Buy a NightShul Blue or Black ticket and come back for more. 

There’s More NightShul in March 
This week and March 26 

"What is this to you?"  What you need to know for Pesach 

Rabbi Matt Carl 

Pesach is a time for which it is challenging to prepare, both spiritually and physically. This course might 

not decrease the challenge but will at least help you do it more thoughtfully. Topics will include 

"kashering for Pesach without making yourself crazy", the question of kitniyot, and what really makes 

the "wicked son" wicked. 

After class on March 26 party with 
your fellow-learners at 

NightShul’s Matzoh Ball 
 Dance to live music 

 Refreshments 

 Cash Bar 
First drink included in admission 

 

Honoring Our Life Transitions Through Jewish Rituals 

Presented by immerseNYC 

Rabbi Sara Luria and Dasi Fruchter 

Mikveh immersion is an ancient ritual which honors the sacred nature of our lives, bodies, and 

experiences. Immersions can mark the cycles of our bodies, as well as other life transitions such as 

Admission prices 

 $15 for the party only 

 $12 with learning 

 $9 with NightShul Black Ticket 

 

weddings, births, healing from illness or trauma, significant birthdays, b’nei mitzvah, divorce, pregnancy loss, fertility struggles, and mourning. 

Join us as we learn more about this ancient Jewish ritual and explore how to integrate Jewish rituals into our experiences of transition 

“Our Service Continues on Page 148:” Towards an Understanding of the Siddur (March 26 Only) 

Cantor Sam Levine  

More than the Talmud, the Mishna, or even the Torah, the Siddur (Jewish Prayer Book) is the text that Jews encounter most frequently. It is also the 

least known and the least studied. In this two-week course, we will survey the history and development of the siddur and examine the building 

blocks of which it is composed, particularly as they pertain to the Shabbat service. Whether you are a beginner or a well-seasoned synagogue-goer, 

you will gain new insights into the structure of the “people’s book.” 

NightShul in April 
April 16, 23, 30 

Prayer and Poetry Pack a Punch: The Three Festival and High Holiday Liturgy 

Cantor Sam Levine 

The magnificence and power of Hebrew prayer come to full fruition in the liturgies of the Three Festivals (Pesach, Shavuot, and Sukkot) and, 

especially, the High Holydays. In this three-week course, we will look at how the units of prayer are put to work to accentuate these high-points on 

the Jewish calendar. We will also consider the use of piyyutim (liturgical poems) as adornments to the matbei’a hat’fillah (statutory prayers) and 

examine how the themes of these special days are brought into full relief by the great medieval poets who authored them.. 

 

History or Hagiography: the Rabbis' biographies of themselves 

Rabbi Matt Carl 

From the backs of baseball cards to rockumentaries, every medium has its own way of documenting the lives of its favorite characters. Talmudic 

literature is no exception. In this course, we will delve deeply into a few of the Talmud's stories that (sometimes painfully, humorously and/or 

outlandishly) describe how these guys became our great Sages. 

Hebrew Chant: A spiritual approach to devotion (April 23 only) 

Lisa Zbar  

To experience the Jewish spiritual practice of Hebrew chant, join Lisa Zbar of the Institute for Jewish Spirituality and co-founder of Shir Chadash: 

The Brooklyn Jewish Community Chorus for one NightShul evening in April and chant phrases from Psalms, Torah, and liturgy. Experience music 

inspired by Rabbi Shefa Gold, as well as the Nava Tehila Ensemble from Jerusalem. Some texts may be familiar to you. For instance, Ashrei, Ma 
Gadlu, Romemu, Ozi v'zimrat yah, Oseh Shalom, V'ahavta from the Shema,  and others will be new.  

NightShul in May 
May 7, 14,21 

The Prophetic Experience* 

Dr. Rabbi Barat Ellman  
Adjunct professor of Old Testament, Fordham University 

Adjunct professor of Bible, Jewish Theological Seminary 

What does it mean to be a prophet? The prophetic experience in Israel as represented in the Tanakh was both sublime and terrible. Isaiah and 

Ezekiel had to perform uncomfortable and degrading symbolic actions in order to warn Israel of the consequences of its behavior. Hosea’s personal 

life – his marriage, his parenting—was wholly taken over and made to dramatize the relationship between God and God’s people. Jeremiah 

suffered physically and psychically in the service of the divine program. In this course, we will read passages from the books of Hosea, Isaiah, Ezekiel 

and Jeremiah which shed light on the nature of the prophetic experience and the extraordinary effect it had on those chosen by God to be God’s 

mouthpiece. A few prophetic accounts from other ancient near cultures will be brought for comparison’s sake. 

*The Prophetic Experience is sponsored by Marsha and Eliot Solomon in memory of Karl Solomon.  

Prayer and Poetry Pack a Punch: The Three Festival and High Holiday Liturgy  

Cantor Sam Levine 

The Ashkenazi musical tradition that is used in the synagogue today began to take shape as early as the 9th century CE. Some of the melodies that 

have been passed down to us are likely older than that. In this class, we will look at the development of nusach ashkenaz (Ashkenazic musical 

tradition) and how it evolved into nusach america in North America. We will unpack the modes, motifs, and melodies of the synagogue service and 

see how each individual unit of t’fillah 


