
 

NightShul in April & May 
Last two three-week sessions this season 

$15 per night Wine & Cheese Social 7:15 

$30 for each three-week session Learning 8:00 

$55 for the remaining six weeks  

East Midwood Jewish Center   1625 Ocean Avenue between Avenues K & L, Brooklyn 11230   to Avenue J 

www.emjc.org 



 

NightShul’s April Session 

April 16, 23 and 30 

History or Hagiography: the Rabbis' Biographies of Themselves 

Three nights, April 16, 23 and 30 

Rabbi Matt Carl 

From the backs of baseball cards to rockumentaries, every medium has its own way of documenting the lives of 

its favorite characters. Talmudic literature is no exception. In this course, we will delve deeply into a few of the 

Talmud's stories that (sometimes painfully, humorously and/or outlandishly) describe how these guys became 

our great Sages 

Prayer and Poetry Pack a Punch: The Three Festival and High Holiday Liturgy - I 

Three nights, April 16, 23 and 30 

Cantor Sam Levine  

The magnificence and power of Hebrew prayer come to full fruition in the liturgies of the Three Festivals 

(Pesach, Shavuot, and Sukkot) and, especially, the High Holydays. In this three-week course, we will look at how 

the units of prayer are put to work to accentuate these high-points on the Jewish calendar. We will also consider 

the use of piyyutim (liturgical poems) as adornments to the matbei’a hat’fillah (statutory prayers) and examine 

how the themes of these special days are brought into full relief by the great medieval poets who authored 

them. 

A Magical Mystery Tour 

Two nights, April 16 & 30 only  

Rabbi Sara Zacharia 

In a two-part learning opportunity Rabbi Zacharia provides an introduction to and exploration of rabbinic 

fantasy.   Together we will engage and discuss notions of magic and mystical experiences.  In addition, through 

the text we will meet some of the magicians and mystics found in rabbinic and Hasidic literature. 

Hebrew Chant: A Spiritual Approach to Devotion 

One night, April 23 only  

Lisa Zbar 

To experience the Jewish spiritual practice of Hebrew chant, join Lisa Zbar of the Institute for Jewish Spirituality 

and co-founder of Shir Chadash: The Brooklyn Jewish Community Chorus for one NightShul evening in April and 

chant phrases from Psalms, Torah, and liturgy. Experience music inspired by Rabbi Shefa Gold, as well as the 

Nava Tehila Ensemble from Jerusalem. Some texts may be familiar to you. For instance, Ashrei, Ma Gadlu, 

Romemu, Ozi v'zimrat yah, Oseh Shalom, V'ahavta from the Shema,  and others will be new. 

 

 



NightShul’s May Session 

May 7, 14 and 21 

Prayer and Poetry Pack a Punch: The Three Festival and High Holiday Liturgy - II 

Cantor Sam Levine  

The Ashkenazi musical tradition that is used in the synagogue today began to take shape as early as the 9th century 

CE.  Some of the melodies that have been passed down to us are likely older than that.  In this three-week class, we 

will look at the development of nusach ashkenaz (Ashkenazic musical tradition) and how it evolved into nusach 

america in North America.  We will unpack the modes, motifs, and melodies of the synagogue service and see how 

each individual unit of t’fillah (prayer) has rules that guide its musical performance.  We will also examine how the 

chazzan (cantor) acts as the artistic interpreter of prayer within the confines of nusach (musical liturgy).  So much to 

say – so little time…. 

The Prophetic Experience 

Dr. Rabbi Barat Ellman 

What does it mean to be a prophet? The prophetic experience in Israel as represented in the Tanakh was both 

sublime and terrible. Isaiah and Ezekiel had to perform uncomfortable and degrading symbolic actions in order to 

warn Israel of the consequences of its behavior. Hosea’s personal life – his marriage, his parenting—was wholly 

taken over and made to dramatize the relationship between God and God’s people. Jeremiah suffered physically 

and psychically in the service of the divine program. In this course, we will read passages from the books of Hosea, 

Isaiah, Ezekiel and Jeremiah which shed light on the nature of the prophetic experience and the extraordinary 

effect it had on those chosen by God to be God’s mouthpiece. A few prophetic accounts from other ancient near 

cultures will be brought for comparison’s sake. 

NightShul Faculty for April and May 

EMJC Faculty 
Rabbi Matt Carl 
Rabbi Carl was born and raised in Long Beach, California. He graduated from Vassar College with 
Honors in 2000, majoring in religion and minoring in environmental geography, and from the Jewish 
Theological Seminary and Machon Schechter in 2008, where he specialized in Talmud and Rabbinics. 
While at JTS he trained as a chaplain at Sloan Kettering Medical Center. For several years Carl was the 
day-to-day rabbi for 150 families at Brooklyn’s Congregation Mount Sinai, creating programs for the 
younger generation and unaffiliated Jews.  

He co-founded the Brooklyn United Jewish High School Program with several other local synagogue 
educators and created the Brooklyn Bridge Community Supported Agriculture program.  He served as rabbi of Battery 
Park Synagogue and also as Director of Community Engagement at Hazon. 

Cantor Sam Levine 
Sam Levine has been serving as cantor at the East Midwood Jewish Center in Brooklyn since 2004.He 
was born in Jerusalem and raised in Toronto, Canada, spending a decade in the Monterey Bay area of 
California before moving to New York. He is a graduate of the H.L. Miller Cantorial School and the 
Seminary College of Jewish Music at the Jewish Theological Seminary of America. His musical 
interests are diverse: he is an aficionado of traditional Jewish liturgical music, plays in a Ladino 
ensemble, and has played in various folk-rock-country groups. He directs the EMJC Chorus and 
composes and arranges music for the synagogue as well as writing and recording original songs.   

Cantor Levine lives in Brooklyn with his wife Courtney and his sons Micah and Matan. 



NightShul Faculty for April and May 

Visiting Faculty 
Dr. Rabbi Barat Ellman 
Barat Ellman (Jewish Theological Seminary of America, ’04, ‘11) is a scholar of Hebrew Bible. Her 
areas of research interests include: biblical religion, biblical semantics and ideology, and the 
social world reflected in the Bible. She recently published Memory and Covenant: !e Role of 
Israel’s and God’s Memory in Sustaining the Deuteronomic and Priestly Covenants (Fortress, 
2013) and is currently working on studies about pain and suffering in the Bible. A Wexner 
Graduate Fellow and a member of Phi Beta Kappa, Dr. Ellman is an adjunct professor of Old 
Testament at Fordham University and an adjunct professor of Bible at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary. 

 Rabbi Sara Zacharia 
Rabbi Zacharia was brought up in the ultra-Orthodox community of Brooklyn. Her Jewish journey has been broad and diverse 
allowing her teaching to be open, welcoming and engaging. A member of the first class at the Ziegler School for Rabbinic 
Studies in Los Angeles, her rabbinate brought her to Boston, Los Angeles and New York City.  Rabbi 
Zacharia is on faculty for Derekh Torah at the 92Y; teaches Women’s Torah Study at the JCC-
Manhattan, “Forbidden Fruits: Exploring Women of the TaNaKH through the lens of gender and 
sexuality”; initiated a women’s monthly study group “Isha L’isha: It’s a Women Thing;” and has 
created, initiated and instructs Talmud study in an egalitarian Bet Midrash, “Mikdash.” Her love of 
teaching Torah permeates all she does. Her facility with Jewish text is deeply engaging, inspiring and 
relevant. She has developed and teaches Jewish mindfulness through study, meditation, prayer and 
eating practices. Rabbi Zacharia most recently moved back to Brooklyn, NY to be closer to her daughter, Sasha.  She posts a 
weekly TorahTweet on the Torah portion and Jewish themes twitter@rebzee99.. 

Lisa Zbar 
Lisa is currently Development Director at the Institute for Jewish Spirituality.  Lisa comes to the 
Institute after a career making films about Judaism, Islam, access to health care, and other social 
issues. She was president of Brooklyn’s congregation Kolot Chayeinu and co-founded Shir Chadash: 
The Brooklyn Jewish Community Chorus. Lisa has participated in two Institute programs; from 
2006-2008, she participated in Vetaher Libeynu, and she is a graduate of the 2nd cohort of the 
Kivvun program. 

“Through Vetaher Libeynu I discovered the transformative power of integrating mindfulness 
practices and Judaism. I hope that through my work I can introduce others to the riches that await 
us in these various traditions.” 

NIGHTSHUL 
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