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Tzedek - Justice I  

Trials that had shaped Israel's sense of justice 

Freedom of Speech  

 
 הנזיפה בתופיק טובי

 נתן אלתרמן
 שהעלה את חמת הרוב בכנסת בהשמיעו

 דברי אשמה חמורים על מנהגו של 
 הצבא בשעת חיפושים אחרי מסתננים

 בגליל. ערעורו של טובי גרר נזיפות 
 ר צוין, כי הוא חייב להודותובתוך השא

 על עצם הזכות שניתנה לו לשבת 
 בבית הנבחרים ולנאום בו. בהצבעה

 נתקבלה הצעת ראש הממשלה 
 לעבור לסדר היום. 

   
 

 ובכן, מיהו תופיק טוּבּי? הוא חבר הכנסת,
 הוא קומוניסט ערבי. בבית הנבחרים

 ולא בחסד... בזכות מלאה יושב הינו
 זאת, חברים. כבר עת אולי לזכור

  
 נפש.-ואין הוא חב בזה כל חוב על גודל

 ישיבתו היא חוק.
 היא צו.

 בי"ת.-היא אל"ף 
 לא! אין הפרלמנט צריך ביד מונפת

 הגֵט. לזרוק לו מדי פעם את
  

 ואין הפרלמנט, בשום פנים ואופן,
אֵין מחריד  צריך לקרוא: אתה דובר בְּּ

 מפני שטוב אני... נדיב... דוגל בחופש...
ה פרטית.אי סִבָּּ  ן זה הולם אפילו מְּ

  
 סוף: ככל צירי הבית-עת להחליט סוף
 בתוקף המשטר! גם טובי בו יושב

 ואם זה רציני, אין צורך כל יומיים
 על זו הפריבילגיה להגיש לו שטר.

  
 כֵלֶיהָּ -זה טיב הדמוקרטיה. אין נושאי

 נוֹשים תודה באיש. חֶלקה אולי לא קל,
 נת מאליה,אך אם היא לא תהיה מוב

 היא לא תהיה מובנת לנו כלל!
  

The Reprimand to Tawfik Toubi 
Nathan Alterman 
Who had enraged the majority of the Knesset when he 

expressed serious accusations about the conduct of the army 

when searching for infiltrators in the Galilee.  

His remarks had brought upon him reprimands; among 

other things it was said that he should be grateful for the 

privilege he was granted to be a member of the parliament 

and to speak up. The vote supported Ben Gurion's 

suggestion to move on the agenda.   

 

So, who is Towfik Toubi? He is a member of the 

Knesset, 

An Arab Communist. In the Parliament 

He sits there with full rights and not out of 

charity. 

Perhaps it's time to remember this, Haverim. 

 

He owes us no debt for greatness of soul 

His position is legal 

It is a commandment it is as basic as ABCC. 

No! The parliament should not with waving 

hand 

 Throw a גט at him once in a while. 

 

And it should not under any circumstances 

Tel him: you are speaking freely 

Because I am good, I am generous, supporter of 

freedom. 

It is not appropriate even in a private party. 

It is time to decide at last; like all other 

representatives 

Tubi too is there by virtue of the regime. 

And if this is serious, we should not hand him 

A bill to be paid for the right every other day. 

 

This is the nature of Democracy. Its squires  

Should not creditors be! It is not easy 

But if is not self-evident, 

It will not be evident at all!  
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 עכשיו אל העיקר:
 יד הצבא סורקת.

 שבוע לא יצא בלי פעולת סריקה,
 וכל אדם נבון יודע: אין זה טקס

 חן בלי חריקה.-אשר כולו קידות חן
  

 אמנם אין מזעיקים לשם את כתבינו,
סִבּוֹת-כמו חס  –צילום, -ושלום אל מְּ

 הבאנו, אף שנדמה כי אילו שם אותם
 כלום.-הם לא היו יוצאים ריקים בלא

  
 דבר אחד ברור:

 בקוּם חבר הכנסת
 של החיפושים, אחרת ולוֹ תמונה

רֶסֶה,  אין זה חשוב פחות מהודעות הפְּ
 המהללות לי את "עזרת האוכלוּסים"...

 
 עדיין-הופרכו-בפיו היו עובדות לא 

 המוצא? וחקירה דרש הוא. מהו
 הידיים-יערלא!.. יער לא בריא הוא 

 כי זוהי השמצה... מראש אשר חרץ
  

 ללא דיון הוסר זה הנושא
עוּר רֵיק?-האם אמנם מתוכן הוא נְּ  וָּ

 אנחנו מסרקים במרץ, כידוע...
 ומאוד לא טוב לסרוק מבלי להסתרק.

  
 קומוניסט ערבי דרש זאת, אין זה טעם אם

 את המשאלה! לקרוע במחי אחד
 הפעם-אם יש סברה שזאת לא! בייחוד

 עושה הוא את שלא עשתה הממשלה.
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And now to the crux of the matter; 

The army's "combing" hand. 

Not a week goes by without one, 

And every intelligent man knows: it is not a ritual 

Of polite creak less bowing. 

 

It is true we do not call our journalist to attend 

As we do to photography parties 

Though it may seem if we did 

They wouldn't leave empty handed 

 

One thing is clear: 

When an MK rises 

With a different image of the searching, 

It is not less important than the one of the press 

That praises the "collaboration of the populace" 

 

He had fact not yet denied 

He had asked for an inquiry. So what's the 

outcome? 

NO! It is an unhealthy forest this forest of hands 

That had already decreed: a slander…  

 

The topic was removed without any debate 

Is it really so empty of content? 

And we comb fiercely, as we all well know 

It is not so god to comb without combing your 

own hair. 

 

If a Communist Arab had asked for it –it is no 

reason 

To tear the request apart! 

NO! Especially as it seems, this time 

He is doing what the government had not done.  

 

This is not meant to slander the IDF 

Nor for the sake of harassing dignitaries 

But in order to say that "Protecting Honor" is not the way 

When such cases need to be investigated 

 

Also let us say that the IDF, for protecting its honor 

And health; is demanding: investigate, look inside me! 

If blemish there is, you should fight it ruthlessly 

And only then  

Fight Toubi 
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Kol Haam is the Voice of the People

Let Abba Even Go to Battle on his own… 

The Ben Gurion – Bernstein government, did not react at 

all to Abba Eban's announcement about his willingness to 

place 200.000 Israeli soldiers to the war against the Soviet 

Union. There is no other way to read this silence but as a 

full agreement to Abba Eban's words. Furthermore it is 

unconceivable that the ambassador of the Ben Gurion 

Bernshtein government, would make such an 

announcement in his own name and not in the name of the 

government. 

Abba Eban's announcement is unique even among the 

Atlantic camp (NATO), as every government in the 

aggressive Atlantic block, seeks as much as it can, to put 

the least number of its soldiers at the service of the 

American generals. To this day the ratification of the war 

agreements by Paris and Bonn are still facing major 

obstacles. Many countries in Asia as well as in Europe, 

such as Britain and India are very critical of the 

Eisenhower – Dallas policies. 

It thus seems that the ben Gurion Government is pushing 

itself to the front line of the warmongers. It rushes, more 

than any other government, even within the aggressive 

Atlantic Block. 

 

In spite of the Anti-Soviet incitement, the people of Israel 

know that the Soviet Union, is faithful to its policy of the 

brotherhood of nations and world peace. The speeches of 

Malenkov, Molotov and Beria, prove it time and again. If 

Aba Eben, or anybody else, wants to go to fight alongside 

the American warmongers, let them go, but let him go 

alone. The masses of the people want peace, national 

independence, and are not ready to give those up by 

joining the Middle Eastern Command. 

We shall strengthen our fight against the anti-national 

policy of the Ben Gurion government that speculates with 

the blood of Israeli youth. We shall strengthen our battle 

for peace and the independence of the state of Israel. 
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From "Kol Haam Verdict" 

In “Kol Haam” precedence, Justice Agranat had stated for the first time, in an 
official Israeli document that; 
“Although the declaration of independence is not truly a constitution, its values 
are legally binding: 

The things declared in the declaration of independence and specifically those 
about the founding of the state on the “Principles of Freedom” and the ensuring 
of the freedom of conscience mean that Israel is a state aspiring for freedom. 
Although the declaration is not a constitutional law but it expresses the vision of 
the people and its credo, therefore it is our obligation to pay attention to the 
things it had declared, when we are about to Interpret and make meaning to the 
laws of the state, including those that were created during the British Mandate 
and were adopted by the state following its establishment. It is a well-known 
axiom that the law of a people should be studied as a reflection of its national 
life system. 

From what is written in the declaration, we can assume that Israel is a 
Democracy, thus the privileges and values without which a Democracy is not 
possible must be applied, and first and above all of these privileges is the 
freedom of expression. The principle of the freedom of expression is a strongly 
bound to the democratic process. A simple understanding of a democratic 
regime automatically results in the application of the principle of freedom of 
expression in any state that is founded on such a regime. This elevated privilege 
together with its companion the privilege of the freedom of conscience are the 
precondition for the realization of all other freedoms. 

The excerpts from the Kol Haam verdict are based on  

Freedom of the Press in Israel – The Legal Aspect Moshe Negbi 1995 

Kol Haam is the Voice of the People Aaron Barak 2000 

"Kol ha-Am was the most important judicial breakthrough in 

Israel's formative years and is one of Israel's most-quoted and 

better-known opinions. With Kol ha-Am, the press gained 

protection against the arbitrary deployment of the sanction of 

suspension. Reporters began to enjoy considerable freedom to 

criticize governmental operations, and observers of the legal scene 

could cite an authoritative decision of the high court as proof of 

Israel's commitment to political and civil liberties. Finally, judges 

were provided with a theoretical model and a methodology for 

integrating fundamental rights into the legal system.[25]" 

Judgment in Jerusalem,Chief Justice Simon Agranat and the Zionist Century, 
Pnina Lahav  

http://publishing.cdlib.org/ucpressebooks/view?docId=ft1z09n7hr&chunk.id=nsd0e2292&toc.id=endnotes&toc.depth=1&brand=ucpress&anchor.id=d0e2488#X
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 קטעים מתוך

 אהרון ברק  "קול העם הוא קולו של העם"

 משה נגבי חופש העיתונות בישראל
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 סיום

 נתן אלתרמן

 
 יש אדם רואה הכל באור ורוד ורוד

 זה לא טוב אומרים כולם אפילו רע מאוד

 יש אדם רואה הכל באפלה קודרת

 המחלה רק בצורה אחרתזו אותה 

 

 אל תרכיבו משקפיים

 לא קודרות ולא שמחות

 הסתכלו נא בעיניים

 בעיניים פקוחות

 

 אל תאמרו אנחנו עוד בארץ רק מיעוט

 דווקא פה אולי מוצדקת האופטימיות

 אל תאמרו ציון רקדי ומזמורים הנעימי

 דווקא פה מוצדק מעט הרגש הפסימי

 

 אל תרכיבו משקפיים...

 

 ידיעות והסברות קבל מן העתון

 אך אצלנו בוא קבל זריקה של מבסוטון

 את הרע צריך לראות כדי להלחם בו

 על הטוב צריך לשמור בכדי להתנחם בו

 

 אל תרכיבו משקפיים...

Closure ï Nathan Alterman 

There are men who see everything with a pink light 

This is not good, everybody says ïrather very bad. 

There are men who see everything with a gloomy 

darkness 

This is the same disease in a different form. 

 

Do not wear glasses 

Neither dark nor gay 

Look straight at the eyes  

With eyes wide open 

 

Do not say we are still a minority in our land 

Optimism is called for in this case 

Do not say Zion dance and pleasant songs sing. 

Some pessimistic thoughts are required here 

 

Do not wear glasses 

 

Get your information and commentary from the 

newspaper 

Come to us for some up boost. 

You need to see the bad in order to fight it 

You need to watch over the good to be consoled 

 

Do not wear glasses 

 

 


