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Tzedek - Justice |

Trials that had shaped Israel's sense of justice

Freedom of Speech

The Reprimand to Tawfik Toubi

Nathan Alterman
Who had enraged the majority of the Knesset when he

expressed serious accusations about the conduct of the army

when searching for infiltrators in the Galilee.

His remarks had brought upon him reprimands; among
other things it was said that he should be grateful for the
privilege he was granted to be a member of the parliament
and to speak up. The vote supported Ben Gurion's
suggestion to move on the agenda.

So, who is Towfik Toubi? He is a member of the
Knesset,

An Arab Communist. In the Parliament

He sits there with full rights and not out of
charity.

Perhaps it's time to remember this, Haverim.

He owes us no debt for greatness of soul
His position is legal

It is a commandment it is as basic as ABCC.
No! The parliament should not with waving
hand

Throw a va at him once in a while.

And it should not under any circumstances

Tel him: you are speaking freely

Because I am good, I am generous, supporter of
freedom.

It is not appropriate even in a private party.

It is time to decide at last; like all other
representatives

Tubi too is there by virtue of the regime.

And if this is serious, we should not hand him
A bill to be paid for the right every other day.

This is the nature of Democracy. Its squires
Should not creditors be! It is not easy

But if is not self-evident,

It will not be evident at all!
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And now to the crux of the matter;
The army's "combing" hand. :IPOYN DN PYOY

Not a week goes by without one, JPNO NPT
,NPYI0 NI ODA NN XD V1Y
DPYL M PN YT PN DTN 9D

Of polite creak less bowing. PPN Y02 1N-1N TP DD IWN

And every intelligent man knows: it is not a ritual

It is true we do not call our journalist to attend 1IN NN DYY DPYIN PN DION
—,D1IN-NIADN SN DIZWI-ON MO

As we do to photography parties ,ININ DNMIN DY IPN 2D NIV N
Though it may seem if we did .D199-N92 DX DINRYY P KD DN

They wouldn't leave empty handed
:I72 TR 72T
noON "IN OIP2

One thing is Cl?ar: ,DOVIPNM YV HINR 1NN 19
When an MK rises ,NDIDN MYTIND NINS 2IWN 1T PN
With a different image of the searching, JTDYDIDDIND NNY NN OD MOONNN
It is not less important than the one of the press PYIH-1IOIN-ND T P Pea
1 " 1 " - "= f

That praises the "collaboration of the populace INNION D XN WAT NP

DMTN-9Y NIN NI ND W LIND
He had fact not yet denied LLDNNDYN OITT D YR XIN IUN

He had asked for an inquiry. So what's the
NYDN N3 0N T ROD

outcome? 122771y NI 121NN DINN DN
NO! It is an unhealthy forest this forest of hands LYY XN OOPIDN NNIN
That had already decreed: a slander... PINONI X720 PIIOY 20 XY TIND)
_ _ DYV MY PN, NINY YT 229y LDIMP DN
The topic was removed without any debate INYNUHN NN IPY TON SN
Is it really so empty of content? DYOIN-NNTY NI20 ¥ ON TINM IND
And we comb fiercely, as we all well know NOVNNN NNYY NIY DX XN NYIY
It is not so god to comb without combing your
own hair.

If a Communist Arab had asked for it -it is no
reason

To tear the request apart!

NO! Especially as it seems, this time

He is doing what the government had not done.
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This is not meant to slander the IDF Y b33 0pn NP2

Nor for the sake of harassing dignitaries 'DT2 NN DYY3IN
But in order to say that "Protecting Honor" is not the way

When such cases need to be investigated 1723 “aviam , 2733 2 M2 T

193 VBN 1PN W ,IMR

Also let us say that the IDF, for protecting its honor ,i7i0°n 13 on%% 02°%Y "2 DA ox

And health; is demanding: investigate, look inside me! TINRY PN

If blemish there is, you should fight it ruthlessly 22103 anbY

And only then T —

Fight Toubi



Kol Haam is the Voice of the People

Let Abba Even Go to Battle on his own...

The Ben Gurion - Bernstein government, did not react at
all to Abba Eban's announcement about his willingness to
place 200.000 Israeli soldiers to the war against the Soviet
Union. There is no other way to read this silence but as a
full agreement to Abba Eban's words. Furthermore it is
unconceivable that the ambassador of the Ben Gurion
Bernshtein government, would make such an
announcement in his own name and not in the name of the
government.

Abba Eban's announcement is unique even among the
Atlantic camp (NATO), as every government in the
aggressive Atlantic block, seeks as much as it can, to put
the least number of its soldiers at the service of the
American generals. To this day the ratification of the war
agreements by Paris and Bonn are still facing major
obstacles. Many countries in Asia as well as in Europe,
such as Britain and India are very critical of the
Eisenhower - Dallas policies.

It thus seems that the ben Gurion Government is pushing
itself to the front line of the warmongers. It rushes, more
than any other government, even within the aggressive
Atlantic Block.

In spite of the Anti-Soviet incitement, the people of Israel
know that the Soviet Union, is faithful to its policy of the
brotherhood of nations and world peace. The speeches of
Malenkov, Molotov and Beria, prove it time and again. If
Aba Eben, or anybody else, wants to go to fight alongside
the American warmongers, let them go, but let him go
alone. The masses of the people want peace, national
independence, and are not ready to give those up by
joining the Middle Eastern Command.

We shall strengthen our fight against the anti-national
policy of the Ben Gurion government that speculates with
the blood of Israeli youth. We shall strengthen our battle
for peace and the independence of the state of Israel.
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From 7Kol Haam Verdict”

In “Kol Haam” precedence, Justice Agranat had stated for the first time, in an
official Israeli document that;

“Although the declaration of independence is not truly a constitution, its values
are legally binding:

The things declared in the declaration of independence and specifically those
about the founding of the state on the “Principles of Freedom” and the ensuring
of the freedom of conscience mean that Israel is a state aspiring for freedom.
Although the declaration is not a constitutional law but it expresses the vision of
the people and its credo, therefore it is our obligation to pay attention to the
things it had declared, when we are about to Interpret and make meaning to the
laws of the state, including those that were created during the British Mandate
and were adopted by the state following its establishment. It is a well-known
axiom that the law of a people should be studied as a reflection of its national
life system.

From what is written in the declaration, we can assume that Israel is a
Democracy, thus the privileges and values without which a Democracy is not
possible must be applied, and first and above all of these privileges is the
freedom of expression. The principle of the freedom of expression is a strongly
bound to the democratic process. A simple understanding of a democratic
regime automatically results in the application of the principle of freedom of
expression in any state that is founded on such a regime. This elevated privilege
together with its companion the privilege of the freedom of conscience are the
precondition for the realization of all other freedoms.

The excerpts from the Kol Haam verdict are based on
Freedom of the Press in Israel — The Legal Aspect Moshe Negbi 1995
Kol Haam is the Voice of the People Aaron Barak 2000

"Kol ha-Am was the most important judicial breakthrough in
Israel's formative years and is one of Israel's most-quoted and
better-known opinions. With Kol ha-Am, the press gained
protection against the arbitrary deployment of the sanction of
suspension. Reporters began to enjoy considerable freedom to
criticize governmental operations, and observers of the legal scene
could cite an authoritative decision of the high court as proof of
Israel's commitment to political and civil liberties. Finally, judges
were provided with a theoretical model and a methodology for
integrating fundamental rights into the legal system.[25]"

Judgment in Jerusalem,Chief Justice Simon Agranat and the Zionist Century,
Pnina Lahav


http://publishing.cdlib.org/ucpressebooks/view?docId=ft1z09n7hr&chunk.id=nsd0e2292&toc.id=endnotes&toc.depth=1&brand=ucpress&anchor.id=d0e2488#X
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Closurei NathanAlterman

There are men who see everything with a pink light
This is not good, everybody saiyathervery bad.
There are men who see everything with a gloomy
darkness

This is the samdiseasen a different form

Do not wear glasses
Neitherdark nor gay
Look straightat the eyes
With eyes wide open

Do not say we are stillminority in our lard
Optimism is called dr in this case

Do not sayZion dance and pleasant songs sing
Some pessimistic thoughts are reqd here

Do not wear glasses

Get your information and commentary from the
newspaper

Come to us for somep boost

You need to see the badorder to fight it

You need to watch over the good to be consoled

Do not wear glasses
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